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Synopsis

[This is the Audiobook CD Library Edition in vinyl case.] A 2006 Book Sense Highlight Named a
Favorite Book of 2005 by the Los Angeles Times E. H. Gombrich’s world history, an international
bestseller now available in English for the first time, is a text dominated not by dates and facts but
by the sweep of experience across the centuries, a guide to humanity’s achievements, and an acute
witness to its frailties. [Translated by Caroline Mustill] [Read by Ralph Cosham] In 1935, with a
doctorate in art history and no prospect of a job, twenty-six-year-old Ernst Gombrich was invited to
attempt a history of the world for younger readers. Amazingly, he completed the task in an intense
six weeks, and Eine kurze Weltgeschichte fur junge Leser (A Short World History for Young
Readers) was published in Vienna to immediate success. It is now an international bestseller and
available in almost thirty languages across the world. In forty concise chapters, Gombrich tells the
story of man from the Stone Age to the atomic bomb. In between emerges a colorful picture of wars
and conquests, grand works of art, and the spread and limitations of science. This is a text
dominated not by dates and facts but by the sweep of mankind’s experience across the centuries, a
guide to humanity’s achievements and an acute witness to its frailties. The product of a generous
and humane sensibility, this timeless account makes intelligible the full span of human history, for

the curious of all ages.
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Customer Reviews

This is exactly what it says it is...a LITTLE history of the world....the size of the book alone should be

an indicator of that. As a historian, a history teacher and a homeschool mom, | love this book when



paired with more in depth material.l have read many negative reviews ( go to the 1 stars for this
especially) and have found almost to a T that they are all commenting on the fact that religion is
brought into the telling. Religion is a part of history. It was everywhere until very recently and until
this day and age, it has always been the color of stories and history books. The way that history is
written and interpreted, the objectives that are brought into history - and they ALWAYS are - is
called zeitgeist, or the spirit of the age.In a nutshell, this is a lovely book meant for children. It is

meant to appeal to their sense of wonder.

This is a pleasant little book with a whole lot that is missing, but still plenty enough that's sewn
together in a meaningful narrative to provide kids of all ages with a thoughtful journey through the
ages.Gombrich’s respectful and conversational voice encourages you, the reader, to evaluate the
history as it unfolds. This is a nice literary device to help the stories stick. The result is not just a
stack of stories, but rather a conversation that you’re invited to participate in to envision history with
your own values and imagination. It's thoughtful and educational history.If you don’t know your world

history, and wanna learn some basics from a book, it doesn’t get any more fun than this.Enjoy!

When | saw Little History of The World in’ site | knew (at once) it was the perfect one for me! |
looked inside the book and | read all reviews about it. | orderd the illustrated edition and | Ifell in love
with the book immediately. | bought another one and gave it to a friend as a gift. She loved it
too.Reading sites | discovered there is a CD edition of this book, and | ordered it too. It is exactly
the same story in a pretty good reading.Gombrich is a famous art historian and he wrote The Story
of Art (a best seller). | strongly recommend you buy both Gombrich’s books, if you are the kind of

person who likes to have the best reference in your library.

This is a great book for kids and will hopefully get my neice and nephew interested in history, which
is a subject | dearly love and enjoy reading about. My only objection is to the vocabulary. There are
High School graduates out there, however sad it may be, that would need a dictionary to help them
with this book. Much less preteen kids! | would like to hope that my neice and nephew will do

exactly that, use a dictionary (more likely the internet, | suppose) or ask their parents for help - but |

just don’t know.

| gave this book to my 14-year-old son, who is very interested in world history, as a Christmas gift.

He devoured the entire book over his two-week Christmas break. He said this was the best book on



world history that he has ever read. As he read, he Googled and read about different parts of history
within the book. | was very impressed. If you know a teen or older adolescent who is interest in

history this is definitely the book for them.

| really enjoyed the book and audio narration. The storytelling approach to history is not
comprehensive but it does give an overview in a memorable way. It has a very European
perspective. It was written pre World War |l but a final chapter was added which added World War |l
and commented on past chapters. As you are reading that last chapter, be sure to go back to the
previous chapters and read them again. This is a wonderful book for adults to read and discuss with

kids and then use the Internet and Library to research the questions which will invariably come up.

Gombrich delivers what he promises, "A Little History." To a reviewer who is a reader, rather than a
historian, the book conveys to young students a story with a conscience, but not with a politically
correct agenda, which pleases this reader in spades. It is meant to be read aloud to the student,
presumably by a parent or teacher. It is conversational, it doesn’t pander or speak down to the
audience, it occasionally asks a question, or throws in a comment. First published in 1936 - the lazy
reviewer neglects to determine the number of printings- in the German, the little classic (280 pages)
was translated into English in 2005. That should attest to someone’s idea of the work’s worthiness.
Although meant for kids, Gombrich writes as if at least some of the material had come to the
student’s attention before. Few words need to be defined, there is no overload of names or dates,
and a few maps are included. It is apparent that Grombrich was writing for a student whose
standards were more demanding than in today’s America. It would be a shock to this reviewer’s
system to find that fifty per cent of contemporary high school seniors would pass a test covering the
material in "A Little History." Alas. The work is Euro-centric, as the author acknowledges. The
American Civil War gets less than one page of treatment. But it works within the context of Western
civilization, Gombrich’s focus. Gombrich revised the material while in his nineties, during the 1990’s.
He commented on a couple of shortcomings contained in the original work, and his effort to correct
them, which speaks well for his ethics. Who is ready to hear this book? A very bright eight or
nine-year-old, perhaps, especially if the emphasis is put on the idea that it is a student’s first pass,
revealing a very big picture. Multiple readings might be useful as the student ages. | should have

given it five stars.

Very charming! This book is written in a different style from a different time, but the facts are very



accurate.
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